Safety Tips for Fall Driving

There's nothing more beautiful than a fall drive, but this season brings some unique hazards for drivers. Being aware of
these potential dangers can help keep you, your family and patients safe and prevent accidents.

e Be Aware of Poor Visibility: Falling leaves, while beautiful, can obscure your vision, as can rain and fog. Shorter
days are part of the fall season, making it more difficult to see children playing or people walking and riding
bicycles. Be aware of limitations in your visibility, and slow down if you can't see well. Use your dimmed headlights
in bad weather with decreased visibility. If possible, try not to be on the roads when it's hard to see.

e Watch for Children: Children love to play in piles of leaves, so use extra caution where leaves are piled at curbside.
In addition, the school bus will be making its rounds now that school is back in session. In addition to educating
children about back-to-school safety, it's important to stay vigilant as a driver.

o Slow Down on Wet Pavement: In many areas of the areas we service, rain is common during the autumn. If it's
raining, keep a safe distance from the car in front of you. Wet roads make it more difficult to stop. When wet leaves
are on roadways, they make the pavement slippery, and it can be difficult for drivers to get good traction.

o Be Prepared for Bright Sunlight: When sunrise occurs later in the morning, it can also present challenges for
drivers. Have a pair of sunglasses in the vehicle to wear when the sun is bright is a good strategy. If it becomes too
difficult to see because of bright sunlight or glare, a good strategy is for the driver to pull over until he or she can
see again.

e  Watch Out for Ice: As the temperatures drop further at night, a driver will need to spend some extra time in the
morning scraping frost off his or her vehicle. Shady spots on the roadway may be home to black ice, which a driver
may not be aware of until his or her car starts to skid on it.
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